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This report outlines work at the Ancient 
House from Feb 08 – May 2008 

 
 

 
 
1.  Stone unveiling 

On the 12th March, we held an event at the Ancient House to unveil a 
memorial stone to the Maharani Jind Kaur, mother of Maharajah Duleep 
Singh and grandmother of Prince Frederick Duleep Singh, founder of the 
Museum.  The event was held in conjunction with the Anglo Sikh Heritage 
Trail and received good publicity through TV, newspapers and radio. 
 

2.  New Communities Project 
Laura Matthews joined the team at Thetford to work on the New Communities 
Project in April.  The project will be looking at the distinctive contribution of 
museums and heritage to the ‘growth agenda’ in the East of England.  
Meetings have been held with other museums services around the region 
including Bedford, Peterborough and Bury St Edmunds.  Please see Laura’s 
separate paper and presentation. 
 
 

3.  Thetford Treasure exhibition 
On 10th May we held an event to mark the opening of the Thetford Treasure, 
Romans Rediscovered exhibition at Ancient House. The exhibition includes a 
major loan from the British Museum as well as other finds from Roman 
Norfolk. The exhibition runs until December 2008 and has already attracted 
extra visitors including schools attending a new carousel of activities about 
the Romans.  The Museum staged an event for teachers to encourage them 
to bring their classes and a number have taken up the chance to visit 
including: Redcastle Furze Primary Thetford, Riddlesworth Prep School, 
Thetford Grammar, Drake Infant and Nursery School, Thetford; Canterbury 
Infant School, Thetford, and  Norwich Road School, Thetford. 

 

 

If you need this report in large print, audio, Braille, 
alternative format or in a different language please 
contact Glenis Wright on tel 01603 403621 or minicom  
01603 223883 and we will do our best to help. 



 
The exhibition has generated good publicity through newspapers, radio and 
TV, 
 
 

4.  Outreach and Audience Development Officer 
Ellie Hill, Outreach and Audience Development Officer at Ancient House, 
went on maternity leave on 8th May. (Ellie’s second child arrived at the end of 
the month. ) 
 
Melissa Hawker, who has worked as an Interpreter at Norwich Castle, has 
taken on Ellie’s work over the next nine months.  The post is funded through 
the Heritage Lottery Fund until late 2008 when the government funded 
‘Renaissance in the Regions’ project to support regional museums takes on 
this responsibility. 
 

5.  Thomas Paine 2009 
The Curator chairs a committee planning events for 2009, his bicentenary.  
Paine was an influential writer, author of the three bestselling works of the 
18th century, Age of Reason, Rights of Man and Common Sense.   
 
The ambitious programme marking the bi-centenary of Paine’s death gets 
under way in June next year with Sir Richard Attenborough guest of honour 
during a Reenactment weekend which puts eighteenth century Thetford 
centre-stage. The energetic world Paine grew up in will be recreated with 
street entertainers, drilling musketeers, and rabble rousing politicians just 
some of the characters populating the town centre. 
 
Through the summer museum displays, workshops, story-telling, concerts, art 
exhibitions, schools events, tours and lectures and a Community Play will 
continue to tell the intertwined stories of the Georgian Age, of eighteenth 
century Thetford and of Tom Paine himself. The Festival aims to amuse and 
entertain as well as do justice to the serious issues Paine himself addressed 
in his forthright ‘common-sense’ way. 
 
At its heart, Tom Paine 200 is a chance for local people to come together, 
whether as individuals or through their community groups, to celebrate Paine 
and to celebrate Thetford.  
 
The committee, under the umbrella of the Thetford Society, recently received 
an award of grant of £50,000 from the Heritage Lottery Fund towards the 
events.  Most match funding is also now in place towards a total project cost 
of £100,000. 
 

 
  
 
 
Originator: 
Name  Oliver Bone 
Title  Curator, Ancient House 

Email: oliver.bone@norfolk.gov.uk  Tel:  01842 752599 


